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THE INFL UENCE OF THE GOSPEL ON ORD ER 5 
AN GO OVERNMENT : 
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W "Theſe that have turned the world upfide down, are.come 2 

. they alſo; ; whom Faſon hath received : and theſe alſo do 

* contrary to the decrees of Ceſar, faying, That there t 28 ano- 
ther king, one Jeſus.” | 


} HE Jews have been at all times inveterate 
enemies of the perſon, and of the religion 

of the Son of God. © He came unto his own, 
« but his own. received him not.” Among 
them he lived a man of ſorrows. By their 
wicked hands he was crucified and flain. And 


when he was exalted above the reach of their 
AW malice, 
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malice, they directed it againſt all who believed, 
or taught in his name. Among their kinſmen 
according to the fleſh, the diſciples were not 
greater than their Lord. Wherever they ap- 
peared, power or influence in the hand of a 


Jew, became an inftrument of oppreſſion to the 


infant church, | 

Among the numerous facts to which we might 
appeal in ſupport of theſe aſſertions, that record- 
ed in the context, is deciſive and ſtriking. When 
Paul arrived at Theſſalonica, in company with 
Silas, he went, as his manner was, into the 
„ ſynagogue of the Jews, and reaſoned with 
them out of the Scriptures, that Chriſt muſt 
needs have ſuffered many things, and riſen 
again from the dead, and that Jeſus whom he 
« preached, was Chriſt.” This labour of love 
was not loſt. Some of them believed, and 
* conforted with him and Silas, and of the de- 


« yout Greeks a great multitude, and of the 
chief women not a few.” But others reſiſted 


the truth, and recompenſed evil for good. The 
Jews which believed not, moved with envy, 
took unto them certain lewd fellows of the 
* baſer ſort, and gathered a company, and ſet 
all the, city in an uproar, and aſſaulted the 
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« houſe of Jaſon, and ſought to bring them out 
* unto the people.” But they having prudent- 
ly retired, or having been concealed by Jaſon, | 
his hoſpitality brought him into danger. A 
lawleſs mob drew him, and certain brethren, 
unto the rulers of the city, and repreſented them 
as obnox1ous to the ſtroke of public juftice. 
The text contains a ſolemn and heavy charge 
_ againſt the teachers, and profeſſors of Chriſtian- 
ity, and the grounds on which the propagation 
of it was oppoſed. Theſe that have turned the 
world upfide down, are come hither alſo; and 
theſe do contra ry to the decrees of Ceſar, ſaying, 
that there is another king, one Jeſus. Theſe men 
whom .Jaſon hath received, and protected, and 
encouraged, are moſt dangerous enemies of ſo- 
ciety, and ought to be regarded with a jealous 
eye by all who love their country, and by thoſe 
eſpecially on whom the adminiſtration of go- 
vernment hath devolved. It is not to nice que- 
ſtions, and curious ſpeculations, that they are ad- 
dicted. They ſtrive to reconcile the minds of 
the people to diforder and anarchy ; already 
have they turned the world upfide down ; and in 
open defiance of the law of the land, they would 
elevate another king to the imperial throne. | 
This 
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rights, and to promote their ruin. 


EY 


This account of the practical tendency. of the 


goſpel, when we conſider the -quarter from which 
it came, might now have been paſſed over as 


unworthy of notice. But the ſame account has 


often been given, and received by t thoſe, who 


would not willingly be conſidered, as lewd fel- 
lows of the baſer fort. It - hath been given by 
ſelfiſh or deſigning men, and received implicitly 


by princes, and ſtateſmen, and magiſtrates. 


Such are accuſtomed to hear, that if the multi- 
tude are to be governed, they muſt be kept i in 
the dark; that 11 ſubordination and order are 


to exiſt, e for the inſtruction of youth, 


the communication of ſentiment on religious 
ſubjects, and the toleration of places of worſhip, 
unconnected with a legal eſtabliſhment, ought 
to be repreſſed. Nor 18 it merely by the avow- 
ed partizans of infidelity, or of ſuperſtition, that 
this language is held. Men Chriſtians m name, 
but who in fact, ſepa ate from Chriſtianity all 
that diſtinguiſhes it from the religion of nature, 
or make it ridiculous by loading it with trap- 
pings, that are not its own, have the lame en- 
mity againſt all who vindicate its purity, and 
ſeek by the ſame means, to rob them of their 


Whether 
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Whether or not, the objection now ſtated be 
founded in truth, muſt therefore be a very im- 
portant and intereſting ſubject of inquiry. So- 
ciety is the ſource of innumerable bleſlings to 
men ; and government 1s the ordinance of God 
for its ſupport and proſperity. If then govern- 
ment and Chriſtianity cannot exiſt. together, 
Chriſtianity may be conſidered as a cunningly 
deviſed fable, unworthy of him, who in all his 
diſpenſations, diſcovers a love of order, and a 
deſign to promate the happineſs: of his crea- 
tures, But if it can be made to appear, that in 
public, as well as in private life, the followers 
of Jeſus are the moſt uſeful, and the happieſt of 
men; if it ſhall appear, that their religion has 
effects on ſociety, more beneficial and extenſive, 
than philoſophy or human laws have been able 
to produce, then it will follow, that our faith in 
it, ought not to be ſhaken, and that the propa- 
gation of it, is the beſt expreſſion of our grati- 
tude to God, for fo precious a gift, and the moſt 
beneficial office which we can perform to our 
country and to the world at large. | 
This ſubject, highly important in itſelf, ſuits 
the times in which we live, and the occaſion on 
which we are aſſembled. We have ſeen daring 
attempts 
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attempts made 7o turn the world upſide down, and 
the ſighs and the tears of millions of miſerable 
beings at this moment atteſt their power and 
fucceſs. For an evil ſo alarming, an effectual re- 
medy is offered by that patriot band, to whoſe in- 
vitation J am indebted for the honour of addreſ. 
fing you at this time. Anxious to perform the 
duty incumbent on me, anxious to ſpeak a word 
in ſeaſon, in their preſence, and to you, in their 
behalf, I ſhall endeavour to prove, that our ho- 
ty religion, inſtead of making men turbulent 
and ſeditious, is in fact, the firmeſt bond of fo- 
ciety, and moſt conducive to the good govern- 

ment and happineſs of all its members. This 

propoſition it is propoſed to eſtabliſh, 

Firſt ; By examining Chriſtianity itſelf; and 
inquiring into the effects, which, previous to 
trial, ſuch a ſyſtem might be eee moſt like- 
Iy to produce: and 

Secondly ; By adverting to fag, and ſhowin g. 
from indiſputable authorities, how real Chriſtians 
have conducted themſelves in ſocial life. 

Afterwards we ſhall point out thoſe practical 
concluſions to which this induction of particu- 
lars may lead. 5 | 


Man 


EF] 

Man is formed for ſtudy and reſearch. The 
preat ends of his exiſtence cannot be attained, 
unleſs his intellectual powers, as well as the 
members and organs of his body, be brought in- 
to exerciſe. Nor is it a matter of indifference 
with what ſpeculative ſubjects his mind is con- 
verſant. So powerful is the influence of opi- 
nion on practice, that it hath paſſed into a max- 
im, that the world is governed by opinion. 

On the ſubject of religion, above all others, 
men muſt think juſtly, before they can act well. 

If impurity and cruelty be regarded as attri- 
butes of the object of worſhip, voluptuouſneſs 
will be ſanctioned, or blood will be ſhed : hu- 
man nature will fall below its proper level, and 
ſociety will be more direful than the foreſt in 
which the lion roars for his prey. If the powers 
above be ſuppoſed indifferent to human actions, 
and if no future account and retribution be ex- 
pected, the influence of ſelfiſhneſs, and the vio- 
lence of paſſion will be no longer reſtrained. 

But if we examine the doctrines of the goſpel 
with impartiality and attention, we ſhall find 
them to contain nothing for which they ought 
to be ſuppreſſed. Nor is it difficult to aſcertain 
what theſe doctrines are; for they were pub- 
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131 
ſhed openly, by thoſe to whom they were at 
firſt revealed, and they have deſcended ' to us, 
written in characters, which he that runs N 
read. 

What natural religion teaches of God as in- 
finite, eternal and unchangeable; as poſſeſſed 
of power, wiſdom, holineſs, juſtice, goodneſs and 
truth; what it teaches concerning theſe glo- 
rious de as having been exerciſed in the 
creation of the univerſe ; and as exerciſed con- 
tinually in its preſervation and government, is 
more emphatically taught by the goſpel, and 
- propoſed to the faith of the Chriſtian. More- 
over, objects of contemplation and of faith are 
preſented, which the light of nature could never 
have difcovered. That depravity and corrup- 
tion which have been found to be characteriſtic 
of all our race, are traced to their origin ; and 
while the miſery and danger of alienation from 
God, are repreſented 1 in all their native Horrors, 
the means of recovery and falvation are made 
known. He who paſſed by the angels that fell, 
and hath reſerved them in everlaſting chains 
under darkneſs to the judgment of the great 


day, hath in mercy remembered our low eſtate, 
and ordained our redemption from bondage, 
and 
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and from wrath to come. What the law could 
not do, in that it was weak through the fleſh, 
what the ſacrifice and offering of the fruits of 
the ground, and of the cattle on a thouſand hills, 
what the blood of a firſt born, ſhed at the altar 
by-a parent's hand, had not merit to purchaſe, 
is now the free gift of God through Jeſus Chriſt, 
He in whom all the fulneſs of the Godhead 
dwelt, and whom all the angels worſhip, con- 
deſcended to be made a little lower than they. 

Aſſuming the form of a ſervant, and being found 

in faſhion as a man, he vindicated the purity of 

the divine law, and by his obedience, he mag- 
nified and made it honourable. Deſpiſed and 
rejected of men, he had not where to lay his head. 
But all the inſults and woes which were his por- 
tion through life, were Carpaſſed by thoſe amidſt 
which he was at laſt to reſign it. He who ſa- 
ved others, faved not himſelf. "Ant horrors, 
unexampled fince the world began ; amid hor- 
rors felt by nature, throughout all her works, 
the Lord of life, and of glory, bowed his head, 
and gave up the ghoſt. He was cut off, but not 


for himſelf. On the croſs, his doctrine received | 


a ſeal of its truth; and when he ſuffered, he 
left us an example to follow his ſteps. More- 
B over, 
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over, when he poured out his ſoul unto death, 
he offered himſelf through the eternal Spirit, 
without ſpot to God. The Lord laid on him 
the iniquity of us all, that we might receive the 
atonement, and be made the righteouſneſs of 
God in him. When he was taken from the 
croſs, and laid in the grave, he was not left in it 
to ſee corruption. He roſe again according to 
the ſcriptures, and for the ſuffering of death was 
crowned with honour and glory, that our faith 
and hope might be in God. Seated now at the 
right hand of the Majeſty on high, he ceaſes 
not to promote the beſt intereſts of his choſen; 
to recommend them by continued interceſſion 
to the Father of mercies; and to prepare man- 
ſions of reſt and of joy, into which, at his ſecond 
appearance, he will admit them, to dwell for 
ever. Even now, while deprived of his bodily 
preſence, they are not left dejected and forlorn. 
Before he was glorified, he ſpake of the Spirit, 
which they that believe in him ſhould receive; 
and in all ages, their truſt in his faithfulneſs 
hath not been in vain. Guided by the Spirit, 
they who were ſometime darkneſs, become light 
in the Lord. This divine agent, in the economy 

of grace, renews and ſanctifies the ſoul : and a- 


mid 
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mid all the temptations, and ſorrows, and dan- 
gers of this mortal ſtate, he imparts unmingled 
conſolation and joy. 

Of the faith once delivered to the ſaints, this 
is the ſum. This formed the grand theme of 
Paul's addreſſes to the Jews, in the ſynagogue at 
Theſſalonica. Out of the ſcriptures, „he open- 
ed and alleged that Chriſt muſt needs have 
« ſuffered, and riſen again from the dead, and 
that Jeſus whom he preached was Chrift.” 

But their rejection of this doctrine, and their 

ill treatment of thoſe by whom it was taught, 
were raſh and ungenerous. And the imitation 
of rheir example, muſt at all times be regarded 
in the ſame point of view. For if we examine 
the leading principles and paſſions which ope- 
rate on the movers of ſedition, we ſhall find that 
faith in the goſpel, inſtead of bringing them into 
action, has a moſt direct and powerful tendency 
to reſtrain and ſubdue them. 

Of thoſe who are impatient of ſubordination 
and controul, a very conſiderable number are 
men, who have reduced themſelves to indigent 
or deſperate circumſtances. They have neglect- 
ed the means of improving their condition, or 
have ceaſed to be ſatisfied with moderate enjoy- 
ments. 
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ments. Lovers of pleaſure more than lovers 'of 
God, they continually exchange one ſcene of 
frivolous amuſement for another. They riſe 
early in the morning, that they may follow 
e drink, and continue until night, that wine may 
« jinflame them. And the harp, and the vioh, and 
the tabret, are in their feaſts, but they regard | 
„not the work of the Lord, neither conſider the 
* operation of his hand.” Without principle, and 
without reſource, they ceaſe to be ferupulous 
about the means by which they may extricate 
themſelves from the difficulties in which they 

are involved. Theft and robbery may ill per- 

haps be ſhunned as low vices; but a bribe will 
render them the obſequious minions of men in 

power; or, if their ſervices be not ſought, and 

rewarded as they wiſh, they declare war againſt 
the peace and government of their country. As 
they have nothing to loſe, they hope ſomething 
may be gained in the hour of general tumult 
and alarm. Impelled by the reproaches of 
their ſtarving families, by the demands. of 1 im- 
portunate creditors, by the cry of the labouxer, 
whoſe hire hath by fraud been kept back, they 
take an active part in plans which may occaſion 
the blood of thouſands to be ſhed, the monu- 


ments 
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ments of national grandeur to fall, and poſteri- 
ty to be robbed of bleſſings, which the wiſdom 
and virtue of former ages Were exerted to tranſ- 
mit. 

But again, Such perſons are joined by others, 
whoſe circumſtances are the reverſe of theirs, 
and who of courſe muſt be influenced by diffe- 
rent motives. They have inherited or acquired 
independent fortunes. Their anceſtors held of- 
fices of honour or of truſt, and have tranſmitted 
titles, by which they are diſtin uiſhed among 
the people. Perhaps they poſſeſs, and have 
eultivated thoſe talents, by which one man 
gains an aſcendant over the minds of others. 
| By one or other of theſe cireumſtances, and ſtill 
more by the union of ſeveral of them, or of them 
all, they deem themſelves authoriſed to claim 
a ſhare of royal favour, or of political power. 
Ambition recommends itſelf as the paſſion: of 
noble minds, and in purſuit of its object, they 
en gage with ardour, and with ſanguine hope. 
But others have come into competition with 

them, and have prevailed in the ſtruggle. They 
feel the anguiſhof diſappointment, and a deſire: 
of revenge on their proſperous rivals. Meaſures: 
to. which in fact their only objection is, that 


they 
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they were not propoſed by themſelves, are ve. 


hemently condemned, and their pretenſions to 


dictate, and to lead, are admitted by thoſe, who 
from ignorance, or levity, or idleneſs, or want, 
are at all times given to change. Embarked in 
an unrighteous cauſe, they are imperceptibly 
led further than they originally meant. Their 
minds are reconciled to inſurrections and revo- 
lutions, in the progreſs of which, they may loſe 
more than they can poſſibly gain. 

Now, whether among thoſe whom we have 
thus deſcribed, it be likely, or even poſſible, that 
a real Chriſtian ſhall be found, judge ye. That 
faith by which he lives, hath purified his heart 
from inordinate appetite, and ſenſual aiteQtion. 
Regarding whatever he receives, as a truſt to 
which he muſt be faithful, and for which he 
muſt account, he will not addict himſelf to diſ- 
ſipation and riot. But if, in ſpite of all his pru- 
dence and activity, poverty, or pain, or oppreſ- 
ſion, falls to his lot, he refuſes not to ſubmit to 
the. appointment of heaven. Some, prompted 
by vanity, preſs themſelves into notice, or by 
_ reaſon of pride, are made wretched by the view 
of greatneſs, to which they are unable to aſcend. 

But the Chriſtian, clothed with humility, and 
* poſſeſſed 
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poſſeſſed of a meek and quiet ſpirit, is not re- 
luctant to exchange the buſtle of public life, 
for the ſhade and the ſilence of retirement. 
Nor will riches, and rank, and power, riſe too 
high in the eſtimation of him, who looks on 
things unſeen and eternal, who is the ſubject of 
a kingdom not of this world, and who looks be- 
yond the grave for the end of his faith, and the 
ultimate object of all his hope. Accuſtomed to 
contemplate that everlaſting love wherewith 
God hath loved him, and to celebrate that moſt 
bright diſplay of it, which hath been made in 
the work of redemption, his heart opens to the 
impreſſion of brotherly love, and revolts at the 
thought of bringing miſery on any of the ob- 
jects of this pure and pleaſing affection. Shall 
« I aſſiſt in the midnight deliberations of con- 
« ſpirators ? Shall I preſume to raiſe, or to fol- 
low the ſtandard of rebellion? Oh my ſoul, 
come not thou into their ſecret ; unto their aſſem- 
« bly, mine honour, be not thou united. Inconve- 
« niences and trouble may fall to my lot, but 
+ wherefore ſhould a living man complain? a 
man for the puniſhment of his ſins? Was he 
« who hath redeemed me with his blood unto 
God, a man of ſorrows, and acquainted with 

| „grief, 
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& rief; and ſhall I refuſe to drink of the cup 


« which my Father hath mingled? While he 


1 declares that all unrighteouſneſs is ſin, and 


* while its exceeding ſinfulneſs is manifeſted in 


„the croſs of Chriſt, can I reconcile my mind 


to the love and practice of it? can I Tuppoſe 
that the end will ſanctify the means, or that 
the end itſelf is worthy of purſuit, if in ex- 


change for ſome improvement in my outward 
« condition, T expoſe myſelf to remorſe of con- 


« ſcience, and loſe my precious ae immortal 
" * Tout? _ | 5 
Hitherto we have conſidered our boly reli. 
gion as comprehending certain ſpeculative prin- 
ciples. The foundation is laid, when inſtructiorr 
in theſe is conveyed to the mind, and the truth 
is received in the love of it. But the ſuper- 
ſtructure remains to be reared. The active 


powers muft be ny” directed. Let vs, 


then, in the 


Second place, Attend to the laws and precepts 


which the goſpel inculcates on men, as related 


to each other in ſocial life. 
Perfect equality of rank, and of property, is 
incompatible with the condition of human af- 


fairs. 
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fairs. Induſtry, and ſtrength, and courage, and 
wiſdom, muſt always confer ſuperiority, whilſt 

thoſe who poſſeſs them not, muſt move in an 
humbler ſphere, and may be happy in it, if they 
be protected from inſult and oppreſſion. The 
neceſlity of government 1s evident ; and reli- 
gion recogniſes it as the ordinance of God. What 
form of it is beſt, whether it be moſt conducive 
to the general welfare, that legiſlative and exe- 
cutive powers be committed to one, to a few, 
or to many, are queſtions which politicians may 
agitate, but which the goſpel doth not under- 
take to decide. This indeed is one of its pecu- 
liar excellencies, one of the circumſtances which 
fit it, to become an univerſal religion. It is 
friendly to the peace and welfare of ſociety, be- 
cauſe it preſcribes that line of conduct, which is 
moſt ſuitable to the circumſtances of all its mem 
bers, of thoſe who are inveſted with power and 

authority, and of thoſe who ought to recogniſe 
and obey them. 

If the maxims and miniſters of falſe religions 
have failed to ſupport the intereſts of order, and 
good government, it is becauſe truth is conceal- 
ed from thoſe in elevated ſtations, becauſe they 
are not reminded of their fallibility, and direct- 

C ed 
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ed to that awful retribution which awaits them. 

But what ſayeth the ſcripture ? © The moſt High 
« ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it 

„to whomſoever he will.” If he giveth it to A 
the wicked, he doth it in wrath, that he may [ 
uſe them as inſtruments of vengeance, when the | 
cry of abounding iniquity hath gone up before F 
him. But in fulfilling his righteous purpoſe, 
they have no more merit, or claim to reward, 
than the tempeſt, the earthquake, or the famine, 
by which on other occaſions the ſame end 1s 9 
promoted. He that is higher than the higheſt, 
claims the ſubjection and homage of princes, 


and rulers, and magiſtrates, and judges. Them 4 

he commands to be juſt, ruling in the fear of the J 

Lord. They muft not bear the fword in vain, 3 
: They muſt ſtudy to be a terror to evil doers, and ; 
i a praiſe to thoſe that do well, It is not for kings z 
to drink wine, nor princes ſtrong drink, leſt they 


3 
Wy. 


| drink and forget the law, and pervert the judg- 
ment of any of the afflifted. But when they 


i EE 3 
| mingle mercy with firmneſs in the exerciſe of Þ 
li 1 To | 

power, when they regard not the perſons of 3 
| men, when they are not more anxious to protect 4 
i k | 3 3 

the rich, from the effects of that envy, which 1 
| their ſplendour may raiſe, than that he, whoſe in- 4 
fl 1 
1 duſtry 
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duſtry is his only inheritance, ſhould eat his 
morſel in peace, and find his humble dwelling 
to be his ſanctuary, into which none may enter 
to diſturb his repoſe; when they ſcatter the 
wicked with their eye, and manifeſt the care 
and tenderneſs of nurſing fathers of the church 
of Chriſt, they are miniſters of God for good, and 
may hope to enjoy his bleſſing and protection. 
With reſpect to the people, whatever on their 
part might endanger the exiſtence, or embarraſs 
the adminiſtration of government, is condemned 
as a violation of duty to God, and incompatible 
with the character of the followers of the Prince 
of peace. If pride, by which cometh contention, 
be in your hearts, if ye guard not againſt that 
party ſpirit, which ſometimes breeds averſion 
from the beſt of men and meaſures, and ſome- 
times reconciles the mind to the worſt; if ye 
meddle with them that are given to change, and 
yield yourſelves the willing inſtruments of their 
unrighteous deſigns; if there be bitter envying 
and ftrife among you, glory not, and lie not a- 
gainſt the truth. © This wiſdom cometh not 
from above, but is earthly, ſenſual, deviliſh.” 
Of thoſe © who were to bring in damnable he- 
+ reſies among the people, even denying the 
„Lord 


120 J 


« Lord that bought them,” Peter, propheſying by 


inſpiration, ſaid expreſsly, they are preſump- 


* tuous and ſelf-willed ; they deſpiſe: govern- 
ments, they are not afraid to ſpeak evil of 


« dignities.” But to them that deſire by well- 
doing to put to filence the ignorance of fooliſh 
men, he ſaid, * Submit yourſelves to every or- 
« dinance of man, for the Lord's ſake, whether 
« jt be to the king as ſupreme, or unto gover- 
« nors, as unto them that are ſent by him.“ 
And Paul, who alſo had the mind of Chrift, 


hath written for our learning ; ; © Let every ſoul 


* be ſubject to the higher powers ; for there is 
© no power but of God. Whoſoever, therefore, 
« refifteth the power, reſiſteth the ordinance of 


God, and they that reſiſt, ſhall receive to them- 


ſelves damnation.” That ſubjection thus pe- 
remptorily enjoined, implies in it, that in behalf 
of thoſe, on whom the adminiſtration of public 


affairs hath devolved, we devoutly implore the 


blefling of him, by whom kings reign ; that we 


ſhew a becoming deference to their perſons and 


office, and that we cheerfully furniſh them with 
the means of ſupporting their own dignity, and 


of defending our civil and our ſacred rights from 
ever invader. „ exhort, that firſt of all, ſup- 
8 plications, 
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* plications, prayers, interceſſions, and giving of 
thanks be made for all men; for kings, and 
all in authority, that we. may lead a quiet and 
* peaceable life, in all godlineſs and honeſty.” 
Again, thus ſaith the Lord, Thou ſhalt not 
* revile the gods, nor curſe the ruler of my peo- 
„ple. I counſel thee to keep the kings com- 
* mandment, and that in regard to the oath of 
God. Curſe not the king, no not in thy 
thought; and curſe not the rich in thy bed. 
chamber, for a bird of the air ſhall carry the 
voice, and that which hath wings ſhall tell the 
matter.“ Once more, render unto all their 
„ dues; tribute to whom tribute is due, cuſtom 
to whom cuſtom ; fear to whom fear; honour 
© to whom honour.” 15 + Jil 

Thus do the precepts of our holy religion, de- 
fine the duty both of rulers, and of ſubjects, 
with an accuracy of which no code of human 
laws, hath ever been poſſeſſed. Beſides, there 
are circumſtances, which fit them to ſtrike more 
forcibly on the heart. The authority which 
gives exiſtence to human laws is ſometimes 
doubtful, and ſometimes uſurped. In either 
caſe, homage is reluctantly paid, and the ſeeds 
of rebellion or of revolution are ſown. But who 
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can diſpute the authority of God, or arrogate a 
right to reſiſt his will? + Hath not the potter 


< power over the clay, of the ſame lump to make 


*.0ne veſſel unto honour, and another unto diſ- 


* honour ?” How much more hath the Lord of 
all, an abſolute right to aſſign to every man his 
condition, and his place in ſociety, and to ſpe- 
cify the rules by which he is to walk? But to the 


homage of Chriſtians, he hath a ſtronger. claim; 


for he hath bought them with a price. They are 


his peculiar people, bound to glorify him with 


their bodies and ſpirits which are his, Conſtrain- 
ed by love to him, who firſt loved them, and 
waſhed them from their fins in his blood, their 
hearts and wills are reconciled to his ſervice ; 
and their experience of his. condeſcenſion and 
grace, 1s to them the ſureſt pledge, that his 
« yoke is eaſy, and that his burden is light.“ 

| Beſides all this, the laws of religion derive an 
impreſſive influence, from the nature of the 


ſanctions by which they are enforced, Theſe 
are peculiarly calculated to rouſe and to arreſt 


attention, and to touch every feeling of the 
heart. The malefactor who whiſpers, or ſteals, 
or ſtabs, in the dark, may eſcape the puniſhment 


which the laws of his country award to. his 


Te - crimes. 
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erimes. But there can be no deficiency of Mp 
proof, to ſubſtantiate our guilt againſt God, for 
he pondereth all our goings, and records them 
in his book of remembrance. A ſenſe of ſhame 
may be loſt; bonds and impriſonment may loſe 
their terrors ; and even death may be ſet at de- 
| fiance, by thoſe who are inured to the love, and 
the practice of iniquity. But ſeldom is it poſ- 
fible to be diveſted of anxiety and alarm, when 
we know that the conſequences of our actions 
extend beyond the grave ; that we muſt ſtand 

before the Judge of all the earth, and receive 
according to our works. 


In the Third place, Let us advert to the na- 
ture and ends of the paſtoral office, and enquire 
if there be reaſon to regard it with ſuſpicion 
and alaem. 
Attacks on religion as injurious to ſociety, 
have been pointed moſt directly againft prieſts 
and minifters. They have been charged with 
abuſing the credulity of mankind ; and deſcend- 
ing to the practice of every art by which they 
may riſe to wealth, and power, and diſtinction. 
' Againſt many of them, indeed, incontrover- 
tible facts eſtabliſh the charge. Graſping at 
authority 
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authority from which reaſon revolts, they have 


commanded the uſe of it to be relinquiſhed in 
matters of religion; and their own deciſions in 


all controverted points to be received as infalli- 
ble. Fixed in their dominion over the con- 
ſciences of men, they have extorted from their 
fears, the ſecrets of their hearts, the fruits of 
their induſtry, and the inheritance of their chil- 
dren. Sometimes they have become the dupes 


of their own artiſices; and their enthuſiaſm has 


raiſed them above many obſtacles, which their 
addreſs and their impudence, could never have 
ſurmounted. Perſecution for opinions hath been 


felt in all its rigour, and wars inſtigated by 
church-men, for the profeſſed purpoſe of pro- 


pagating truth, have deſolated the nations of 
the earth. But all theſe facts furniſh no good 
argument againſt the ſacred order itſelf. Chri- 
ſian miniſters, in common with the miniſters of 
all religions, profeſs to have received their com- 


miſſion from above; and demand of men to © eſ- 


e teem them very highly in love, for their works 
* ſake.” Now conſider the nature of this work, 
and ſay, if they who are faithful in it, can poſ- 
fibly have either leiſure, or inclination, to rob 
you of any of your rights, to be movers of ſedi> 

tion 
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tion among the people, or to ſit in the councils 
of tyrants ? 

Our buſineſs is with men as ſinners; and we 
are charged to make known that new and living 
way, whereby they may return to the Shepherd 
and Biſhop of their ſouls. We pretend not that 
our mediation is the channel through which the 
mercy of God is conveyed, or that our arm can 
ſuſpend the thunders of his wrath. © We preach 
«. not ourſelves, but Chriſt Jeſus the Lord. This 
js that miniſtry of reconciliation, which is com- 
* mitted to us; that God is in Chriſt reconciling 
the world to himſelf, not imputing their treſ- 
* paſſes unto them.” We muſt keep back no- 
thing that is profitable to you; and whatever 
we publiſh, as of this deſcription, we call on you 
to prove and examine; and to believe in ſo far 
only, as ye diſcover it to accord with the law and 
the teſtimony. FA 

While we thus ſeek to inform your under- 
ſtandings, and as in the ſight of God, to com- 
mend ourſelves to every man's conſcience, by 
_ manifeſtation of the truth, we muſt endeavour 
at the ſame time, to rouſe and intereſt your feel- 
ings, and by the cords of love, and the bands of 
a man, to draw you to him, who is waiting to be 
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gracious. And while we repreſent the belief, 
and confeſſion of the doctrine of Chriſt, as eſſen- 
tial to ſalvation, we muſt affirm conſtantly, that 
his law endureth for ever; that if ye revere not 
its authority, and make it your rule, in all the 
relations of life, the god of this world hath 
blinded your eyes, and ye are dead while you 
live, and have received the grace of the goſpel 
in vain. ne es SUTIN 
Nor is it only i in occaſional addreſſes that the 
words of this life, are to ſound in your ears. To 
hold them forth is our appropriate buſineſs, with 
which nothing muſt be allowed to interfere. It 
we amuſe you with cunnins y deviſed fables ; ; if 
to the ſimplicity of the truth as it is in Jeſus, 
we prefer the metaphyſical jargon of ſchoolb men, 
or the tenets of philoſophy, falſely ſo called ; if 
we become the apologiſts of men in power, or 
of thoſe who defire to wreſt it from their hands, 
we are unfaithful to our divine maſter, and may 
juſtly be ſuſpected of men. My kingdom, ſaid 
Chriſt. is not of this world. And when he dif- 
covered in his diſciples an ambitious and world- 
ly ſpirit, he reproved them in the ſpirit of meek- 
neſs, and beſought them to imitate that humil- 
ty and diſintereſtedneſs, of which he had given 
the 
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the moſt illuſtrious example. Be not ye called 
« of men Rabbi, for one is your maſter even 
„ Chriſt, and all ye are brethren. Whoſoever 
_ * 1s great among you, let him be your miniſter, 
even as the Son of man came not to be mini- 
* ſtered unto, but to mer, and to give his 
. „life a ranſom for many.“ 

The public nature of our miniſtrations, is a 
circumſtance which ſhould prevent us from be- 
ing regarded with a jealous eye. It is not in 
the night, or in places ſequeſtered, or unknown, 
that our ſolemn aſſemblies are held. It is not 
to thoſe only, whom we have taken upon trial, 
and found it ſafe to truſt, that we venture to 
diſcloſe the deeper myſteries of the Chriſtian ſy- 
ſtem. We work while it is day; and whether 
ye will hear, or whether ye will forbear, our 
voice 1s to you, Oh ye children of men. Of the 
purity of our doctrine, and of the ſtrength of the 
evidences, which prove it to be the truth, we 
invite even its enemies themſelves to be judges. 
Nor do we preſcribe any diſcipline to others, 
from which we claim an exemption. We are 
bound to take heed to our/elves, as well as to 
the flocks over which the Holy Ghoſt huh made us 
overſeers, What we exhibit to them as objects 
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of faith, it concerns us alſo to believe. In the 


de votions which we lead, our ſpirits ſhould: join. 


'To'the precepts which we urge upon others, our 
own converſation and behaviour ſhould accord. 


re Having ſaid ſo much to aſcertain the effects 


on fociety, which, previous to trial, Chriſtianity, 
as delineated in the New Teftament, might be 


expected to produce, we now proceed to our ſe- 
cond general branch of argument ; in which it 
was propoſed to advert to fats, and to ſhew 
from indiſputable authorities, how real Chrifti- 


ans have conducted themfelves in ſocial life. 


Fzhe genius and ſpirit of any moral inftitution, 
are generally diſcovered moſt fully, in irs primi- 
tive effects. It was particularly ſo with reſpect 
to the religion of Jeſus. The firſt converts to 
it, had ample means of information, and were 


placed in circumſtances, in which they could 
have no temptation to conceal, to corrupt, or to 


renounce their principles. They were witneſ⸗ 
ſes of thoſe facts by which ancient prophecies 
were daily fulfilled. They beheld their maſter 
exerting that power, which gave relief to the af. 
flicted, and life to the dead; that power which 
the winds and the ſeas obeyed. And when he 

| was 


= 
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was received out of their fight, the Spirit, whoni 
he ſent according to his promiſe, guided them 
into all truth, and fitted them for the ſcenes in 
which they were deftined to act. 


Theſe ſcenes were indeed ſuch, as required 1 


them to make full proof of their principles. Je- 
ſus had faid to them before-hand, « Marvel not 
that the world hate you ;” and ſcarcely had 
they begun to confeſs him before men, when 
his words were brought to paſs. The framer 
of a new ſyſtem of philofophy, or of politics, will 
ſcarcely fail of patronage from one or other of 
the parties or divifions, which have always exiſt- 
ed among men. But Chriſtianity was univer- 
ſally re garded as a moft alarming innovation. 
A Meffiah who was to be made perfect through 
ſufferings, and to eftabliſh a kingdom, which 
cometh not by obſervation, was not in all the 
thoughts of the Jews, and therefore they perſe- 
cuted his followers with all the fury of diſap- _ 

pointed ambition. Philoſophers, in the pride 
of human wifdom, laughed them to fcorn. Prieſts 
trembled for the craft by which they had their 
wealth ; and while they retained an aſcendant 
over the minds of the people, they roufed them 
up to make hayock of the church. Magiſtrates, 
attached 
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attached to the authority of Ceſar, or afraid of 
1 being repreſented to him as unfaithful to their 
truſt, were ready to award the puniſhment of 
traitors, to thoſe who ſaid, there was another 
king, one Feſus. 5 

Thus were his followers detached from the 
reſt of mankind, and formed into a ſeparate aſ- 
ſociation or community. The principles by 
which they were guided, were peculiar to them- 
ſelves, and their conduct was to furniſh an ex- 
perimental proof of the power and excellence 
ol theſe principles. 

Sacred hiſtory informs us, that wherever the 
goſpel came, it came with life and power to them 
that believed. When their ſentiments and 
hearts were changed, a correſponding change 
took place, in their outward behaviour. They 
* walked no more as other Gentiles, in the va- 
* nity of their minds; ; they put off, concerning 
the former converſation, the old man, which 
0 corrupt ; and put on the new man, which 
« after God, is created in righteouſneſs and true 
« holineſs.” Crimes that degrade the nature of 
man, and lead to diſorder in every community, 


enormities, which philoſophy, and human law, 
may teſtify n, but are too feeble to check, 
yielded 


11 
yielded to the conſtraining power of the doctrine 
and ſpirit of Chriſt. Thus Paul, having deſeri- 
bed the depravity and voluptuouſneſs which 
prevailed in Corinth, ſays to thoſe whom he ad- 
dreſſed, Such were ſome of you, but ye are 
6 waſhed, but ye are ſanctified, but ye are juſti- 
a fied in the name of the Lord Jetus, and by the 
„Spirit of our God.“ 
Among themſelves, the firſt Chriſtians 1255 
the unity of the Spirit, in the bond of peace. Their 
maſter had commanded them, to love one ano- 
ther ; and before he ſuffered, he had prayed to 
the Father, that they might be one. The event 
was to diſcover their obedience, and to juſtify 
our confidence in God as the hearer of prayer. 
The infant church was an aſſemblage of bre- 
_ thren, dwelling together in unity, bleſſed in, 
and bleſſing one another. There was no divi- 
ſion of ſentiment, for they had all approached 
to the fountain of truth, and © continued ſted- 
8 faſtly 1 in the apoſtles doctrine and fellowſhip." _ 
Thoſe competitions for pre-eminence, and that 
tenaciouſneſs of property, which are daily pro- 
ductive of ſo much miſchief in ſociety, were to- 
tally unknown. " The multitude of them that 
72 believed, were of one heart and one ſoul ; net- 
„ ther 
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ther ſaid any of them that ought of the things 
he poſſeſſed were his own, but they had all 
things common. They did eat their meat with 
*gladneſs, and ſingleneſs of heart? and the 
feaſt was divine, for it was conſecrated by prayer; 
and mingled with © converſation, ſeaſoned with 
« ſalt, miniſtering grace to the hearers,” Nor 
did they avail themſelves of that intimate union, 
which ſubfiſted between them, as an inſtrument 
of hoſtility to other deſcriptionsof men. Strength 
of argument, and the ſoft arts of perſuaſion; the 
performance of miracles, evidently wrought in 
God; doctrine, and precept, and example, and 
prayer, were the weapons, with which they wa- 
ged war againſt the empire of darkneſs. To- 


wards thoſe who continued in unbelief and im- 


penitence, they behaved with mee kneſs, and for- 
bearance, and charity, When interrupted in 
their labours, 'and brought before magiſtrates 
and rulers, they ſpake as they were moved by 
the Holy Ghoſt, in their own defence, but they 
did not diſpute the authority, by which they 
| were called to account. When acquitted they 
took no unlawful means to protect themſelves 
from future inſult ; and when they were count- 
ed worthy to ſuffer, they imitated thoſe high 

virtues, 
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virtues, which had ſhed ſo bright a luſtre around 
the croſs of Chriſt. © Lord, lay not this fin to 
« their charge,” was the dying prayer of Ste- 
phen ; and in full poſſeſſion of the ſpirit by 
which it was dictated, a cloud of witneſſes for 
Jeſus fell aſleep in him. 
When the apo es and evangeliſts had Gniſh- 
ed their teſtimony, God raiſed up the fathers of 
the church, to plead his cauſe, and to vindicate 
the character of his people. Among theſe was 
Tertullian, who in an apology addreſſed to the 
_ emperor and ſenate of Rome, appealed to facts, 
which he defied them to gainſay or diſprove. 
He ſaid expreſsly, that in no inſtance, had a 
real Chriſtian been convicted of theft, or mur- 
der, or ſacrilege; that while their priſons were 
thronged with heathens, obnoxious to public 
juſtice, Chriſtians had not been brought into 
trouble, ſave only on account of their religion. 
Such bold aſſertions would not have been made, 
if they could have been contradicted ; and if 
any authentic contradiction had taken place, the 
zeal and induſtry of infidels muſt have prevent- 
ed the record of it from periſhing. 
But there are ſtill more decifive proofs of the 
facts to which we appeal. The teſtimony even 
$ He 3 . of 


L 34 J 
of enemies, is full and explicit. When the wort 
grew mightily and increaſed, when not in cities 
only, but in villages alſo, and in the moſt remott 
"corners of the empire, converts to Chriftianity 
were found, it became an intereſting object to 
men in power, to aſcertain their real characters, 
that meaſures for the ſafety of the ſtate, might 
be adopted, if they ſhould be tound to be ne- 
ceſſary. In this view the emperor Trajan gave 
a ſpecial commiſſion to Pliny, whoſe writings 
have deſcended to us. Blinded by idolatry, and 
attached to an ancient eſtabliſhment, he was na- 
turally led to ſpeak contemptuoully of the pure 
theology and ſimple ritual of the goſpel. But 
of moral conduct he was a competent judge, 
and on this head, he made a faithful and can- 
did report. Of thoſe who were Chriſtians indeed, 
he ſaid, to their praiſe, that no conſideration 
would induce them to ſacrifice to the gods, to 
offer incenſe and libations to the image of the 
emperor, or to renounce and blaſpheme the ma- 
ſter whom they ſerved. And of the crimes and 
errors with which they could be charged, this 
he ſaid was the ſum ; that on a ſtated day they 
met regularly before the riſing of the ſun, to fing 
an hymn to Chriſt, as God, and to bind them- 
FED 2 ſelves 
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ſelves by a ſacrament, or ſolemn oath, not that 
they were to perpetrate ſame wicked purpoſe, 
but not to commit theft, or robbery, or adul- 
tery ; not to-break faith, or to detain the pledge 
they were bound to reſtore. ? 

At length the heathen ad to rage, and the 
ven and the rulers of the earth, no longer took 
counſel together againſt the Lord, and againft 
his anointed. The church received the protec- 

tion of the ſecular power, and all the immuni- 


ties and honours of a legal eſtabliſhment. Now 


might ſociety be expected to diſplay more bright 
and. pleaſing. ſcenes, than mortal eye had ever 
beheld, or poetic fancy had conceived, 

e Is not the wolf now to dwell with the lamb, 


e and the leopard to lie down with the kid, and 


the calf, and the young lion, and the fatling to- 
« gether?” Hath not the great ſabbath of the 
whole earth begun? Is not this the * of 
the univerſe? | 

It ſeemed indeed as if 3 of 
the peaceful nature of the Meſſiah's kingdom 
were now to be. accompliſhed ; and that he had 


afcended his throne to rule the nations with his 


ſceptre of righteouſneſs, But the munificence 
of the Roman emperors, who embraced Chri- 


ſtianity, 
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ſtianity, was to be more prejudicial, than all the 


- perfecutions through which it had paſſed. The 


myſtery of iniquity which began to work in the 


days of the apoſtles; was now to continue its o- 


peration, and at length to diſplay all its baneful 
effects. Rapid was the increaſe of the viſible 
church. But as many who flocked into it, af- 
ſumed the profeſſion of Chriftianity, only becauſe 


it was in faſhion, or might commend them to 


royal favour, they were prepared for combining 3 


the rites and ceremonies of the heathens, with 


the ſimple worſhip of the New Teſtament, and 
for preferring the magnificence of temples made 
with hands to the beauty of holineſs. They 
who ſhould have contended earneſtly for the 
faith once delivered to the ſaints, were to en- 


gage in diſcuſſions the moſt frivolous, and ab- 


ſurd ; and their weapons were to be as unhal- 


lowed as the warfare in which they employ- 


ed them. Queſtions in caſuiſtry, or ſcholaſtic 


theology, were to be decided by the edge of 


the ſword, and peace was to forſake the abodes 
of men, baptiſed in the name of the Prince of 
peace. The Roman pontiff, elevated to the 
ſummit of power, was to enſlave mankind, and 
to exalt himſelf above all that is called God. 

Kings 


1 
Kings were to do homage before him, and to 
lay their ſceptres at his feet. Subjects, abſol- 
ved by him from their ſolemn oaths of allegi- 
ance, were to riſe at his nod, and to turn the 
world upſide down. Darkneſs that might be felt, 
was for ages to fit brooding over the nations 
of Europe, and enormities to be perpetrated, by 
reaſon of which, every land was to mourn. |, 
Towards the cloſe of the tenth century, an 
expectation began to be entertained, that the 
reſtitution of all things was at hand; and that 
Chriſt was to deſcend in perſon, to reign with 


nis ſaints upon earth. That country which had 


been the ſcene of his labours, and of his death, 
was expected to be the ſeat of his empire. But 
the Saracens poſſeſſed, and were unwilling to 
ſurrender it. The application of force became 
neceſſary, and was obtained. An obſcure en- 
thuſiaſt, who had lived as an hermit, came forth 
from his cell, and travelled abroad, ſtirring up 
the people in every land, to enliſt themſelves 
under the banners of the croſs, and to recover 
the birth place, and the ſepulchre of the Lord 
from the infidels, by whom they were profaned. 
Wars, abſurdly termed holy, were thus begun, 
and they continued for ages to depopulate Eu- 

rope 
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rope; and td cover r Paleſtine with the bodies of 
the flain. | 
Theſe are decifive n that | enn 
hen it loſes its purity, is deprived of its power: 
But that the (evils which took place, are not to 
be charged on Chriſtianity itſelf, was proved by 
fact even in thete-wretched and turbulent times. 
God raiſed up ſome to be witneſſes for Jeſus, and 
for the truth, as it is in him. The Waldenſes, 
and Albigenſes, the followers of Wickliffe, of 
Jerom, and of Hufs, while the church of Rome 
was yet in the plenitude of her power, reſiſted 
her dominion over conſeience and faith. The 
weapons of their warfare, were not carnal, but 
ſpiritual, When the power of theiv enemies was 
greater than their own, they ſought peace in res 
tirement, and when they could not obtain it; 
they diſcovered amid the ſufferings inflicted: up- 
on them, that they were the friends of God, and 
that they ought not to ve been treated as the 
enemies of man. | 
At length by the i a of God, + the re- 
vival of letters, and the reformation of religion. 
were to eſtabliſh a brighter æra in the annals of 
the world. The eyes of the blind were to be 
n and the fetters of them that were bound, 
5 were 
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were to be removed. The glorious Reformation 
was built on the foundation of the apoftles and 
prophets; Jeſus Chrift himſelf being the chief 
corner ſtone, - The oracles of the living God 
were to inſtruct mankind; the right of private 
judgment was aſſerted; and the art of printing, 
invented about this time, ſecured the 2 
and preſervation of knowledge. PER 
- By the bleſſing from on high on theſe means, 


ſociety hath doubtleſs been materially benefited, 


The abolition of domeſtic ſlavery, a mitigation 
of that ferocity, with which wars were conduQ- 
ed of old, and public. eſtabliſhments for the ſup- 
port of the poor, whom deſpair might urge to 
diſturb the world, are proofs of the practical 
power of the goſpel, and of its vaſt importance 
to men as ſocial beings. | 
If in our own country, in particular, the nature 
of civil and political liberty, hath been general. 
ty underſtood, if men thinking for themſelves, 
and publiſhing what they think, have not ſub- 
yerted all order and government, if the property 
earned by their induſtry, or inherited from their 
anceſtors, may be ſpent, or hoarded up, or alie- 
nated according to their wills, if inteſtine com- 
hen have ſeldom interrupted the exerciſe of 
5 legal 


—— — — 


1 


legal authority, and if in the hour of public dan. 
ger, the means of repelling it, are eaſily obtain- 
ed, to what in all theſe reſpects, is our pre- emi- 
nence to be aſcribed? Is it to ſome original di- 
ſtinction of national character? or becauſe our 
inſular ſituation hath detached us from a cor- 
rupting intercourſe with tyrants and ſlaves? IS 
it becauſe our laws are wiſe and equitable, or 
becauſe there is an inherent energy in our un- 
rivalled conſtitution ? Such cauſes have unque- 
ſtionably contributed to the general effect. But 


they could not have produced it, without the 


co-operation of another cauſe, mare powerful 
than any that have yet been ſtated. If as men, 
and as citizens, our countrymen have exhibited 
a conduct worthy of praiſe, it is becauſe they 
have been better in.:ructed than others, and 
know what they are ab ut, when they engage 
in the worſhip of God; becauſe the day-ftar 
from on high hath ariſen, and the church of 
Chriſt hath been eſtabliſhed, as the glory of the 
land. MS: 
Certain it is, that in the more remote parts of 
the kingdom, on the bleak mountains of Scot- 
land, and in iſlands ſurrounded by tempeſtuous 
ſeas, peace and ſecurity were long unknown, 
There 


T1449 


There, property was expoſed to continual depre- 
dation, and diſputes frequently aroſe which were 
Not to be adjuſted without the effuſion of blood. 
There, long after the feudal ſyſtem was legally 
aboliſhed, its ſpirit was unbroken, and numerous 
clans were ready to take the field, whenever diſ- 
affected, and turbulent chieftans were diſpoſed 
to rear the ſtandard of rebellion. _ 

To this ſpirit, compulſory meaſures were in 
vain oppoſed. It betrayed the weakneſs, inftead 
of-diſcovering the power and policy of govern- 
ment, when attempts were made to diſarm a 


people, naturally bold and hardy; to aboliſh 


manners and uſages, to which inveterate preju- 
dices had attached them; to diveſt them of their 
ancient dreſs; to forbid the tranſmiſſion _ of 
thought in the language which their anceſtors 
had ſpoken, and in which their bards had ſung 
of the heroes of other times. But God directed 
to other, and better means of attaining the ob- 
je& in view. Towards the beginning of this 
century, he put it into the hearts of men, whoſe 
praiſe is in all the churches, to form themſelves 
into a Society for Propagating Chriſtian Know- 


ledge, and to ſelect theſe neglected corners of 


their native land, as the principal ſcenes of their 
| ES labours 
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labours of love. This plan has met with uni- 
verſal approbation, and the rapidity with which 
their funds have increaſed, evinces the confi- 
dence repoſed in thoſe, who have riſen up ſuc- 
ceſſively to carry it into execution. A royal 
charter hath placed the fence of legal protec- 
tion around them. And the Father of his peo- 
ple hath, from year to year, recommended the 
work in which they are engaged, to the ſupreme 
judicatory of the Church; and contributed to 
the performance of it, by a hberal donation. 
Nor have theſe wife and gentle meaſures been 
adopted in vain. Men who were ungovernable, 
becauſe they were ignorant, ſince they were 
treated as men, have amply compenſated for the 
labour beſtowed on them. By the culture of 
their minds in early youth, they have been pre- 
pared for profiting by a ſtanding miniſtry ; and 
bleſſed with the ſcriptures, tranſlated into their 
own tongue, they have been fortified againſt the 
attacks of ſuperſtition and prieſtcraft. Acute 
and penetrating by nature, they have become 
intelligent, and, proportioned to their acquaint- 
ance with the duties of life, hath been the zeal 
of many, and their fidelity in performing them. 
The deſcendants of thoſe who were idle and tur- 
bulent, 
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bulent, have by their induſtry augmented the 
reſources of the nation. Anarchy hath given 
place to ſubordination and order. The right of 
the ſovereign to fit on the throne, on which his 
people have placed him, is fully recogniſed, 
and an obedience, the ſpontaneous homage of 
the heart, is yielded to the laws of the land. 
Thus it appears, that pure and undefiled re- 
ligion, hath from the beginning, ameliorated hu- 
man ſociety; moreover, that it is indiſpenſably 
neceſſary to its very exiſtence, hath in theſe 
laſt days, been demonſtrated by proofs, which 
it is painful to contemplate, but impoſſible to 
reſiſt. 5 he 
Since the revival of letters, and the invention 
of printing, excited and diffuſed a ſpirit of free 
enquiry, ſuperſtition and prieſtcraft have found 
it impoſſible to recover their former dominion. 
Men having had their eyes opened to examine 
their chains, have put forth their ſtrength to 
break them in pieces. But in the ſucceſs of 
their firſt efforts, they have exulted beyond what 
was meet, and have not been aware of the dan- 
ger of licentiouſneſs, diſguiſed in the garb of li- 
berty. Speculative men, from deſpiſing in their 
hearts the corruptions of Chriſtianity, have pro- 
ceeded 
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ceeded to doubt, and at length to deny the truth 
of all revelation. Their opinions have been re- 


_ ceived with avidity, by thoſe whom apprehen- 


tions of God, and of futurity, had been found 
to reſtrain in their illicit indulgences. Proſe- 


lytes have been gained among them alſo, who 


account ſingularity, an infallible criterion of ge- 
nius, and are eager to be diſtinguiſhed, and re- 
membered, though it were only for the e 


they have done. 


But the principles thus ſubſtituted for the fear 


of God, have been too feeble to ſecure decency, 
and correctneſs of manners. It hath not been 
deemed incompatible with the character of a 


man of honour, to break his marriage-vow, and 
under the name of gallantry, to commit abomi- 
nations, which ought not be named in modeft 
ears. His place in ſociety muſt be reſigned, if 
in defiance of the laws of heaven, and of the 
land, he do not riſk his own life, or take away 
the life of his friend, when a quarrel hath ariſen 


between them. While creditors, whoſe families 


depend on their induſtry, are diſappointed and 
inſulted, when they ſolicit what is due to them ; 
debts contracted at the gaming table muſt be 
punctually diſcharged. And when the means 

of 
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of diſcharging them are exhauſted, when by ha- 
zardous ſpeculations, by profuſion, or by impru- 
dence, he is brought into diſtreſs, from which he 
has no immediate proſpe& of relief, he antici- 
pates an eternal ſleep, as his laſt hope, and lifts 
an impious arm to terminate his wretched exiſt- 
ence. | 
Such have long been the practical effects of 
infidelity, in the higher circles of life, both a- 
broad and at home. While attacks on religion 
were conveyed in decent language, and con- 
fined to books, to be found only in the libraries 
of the great and the learned, the general inte- 
reſts of ſociety were but little affected. But the 
friends of infidelity have diſcovered it to be ſub- 
ſervient to deeper deſigns, than had formerly 
been in their thoughts, and have therefore ta- 
ken meaſures for its more extenſive propagation. 
In Germany, in Italy, in Holland, they have long 
been at work. In France, they have triumph- 
ed. There the goſpel hath been treated as a 
fable; its divine founder as an impoſter; his 
miniſters as the minions of deſpotiſm; and his 
worſhip as a farce, or an intolerable burden. 
The weekly memorial of creating power, and re- 
deeming love, hath been ſet at nought, and re- 
| moved 
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moved from the callendar by a ſolemn decree. 
Nay the exiſtence of a Deity hath been open- 
ly denied, and human exiſtence hath been re- 
preſented as bounded by the grave. 

There hath been ſyſtem in. all this. Infideli- 
ty is that mighty engine, which the arch-ene- 
my of God, and of man, hath invented to re- 
move ſociety from its foundations, and to turn 
the world upſide down. Where it hath been 
publicly avowed, and ſanctioned by authority, 
a power to do miſchief hath been miſtaken for 
Hberty ; and it is the only conſolation of the 
wretched, that none may riſe above the level, 
to which they are reduced. Exertion is repreſ- 
ſed, becauſe the fruits of it are not ſecured for 


a moment from arbitrary requiſition. There, 


where malice may accuſe, and jealous rivals 
or a ſanguinary mob may judge the poſſeſſor 
of titles or of wealth, the prieſt, who had mini- 
ſtered between the porch and the altar, the pa- 
triot, whoſe talents and virtues might fave his 
country, are doomed to periſh on a ſcaffold, to 


pine in a dungeon, or to ſeek a precarious ſub- 


fiſtence in a foreign land. The high-ways 
4 are unoccupied, and the travellers walk 
through bye-ways, Folly is ſet in great dig- 

115 | 66 nity, 
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« nity, and the rich fit in low places. Servants 
« ride on horſes, and princes walk as ſervants 
upon the earth.” The aſhes of palaces, and 
of cottages, are indiſcriminately born abroad on 
the wings of the wind. The bones of the dead 
| lie unburied in fields that have ceaſed to feel 
the power of cultivation. And rivers roll to 
the ocean, ftreams made red with the blood of 

men. - | n 
Nor is this all. They, in whoſe internal mi- 
ſery, the Almighty hath revealed his wrath a- 
gainſt ungodlineſs and unrighteouſneſs, have caſt 
an indignant eye on the independance and pro- 
ſperity of every other nation and government 
on the face of the earth. Their numerous ar- 
mies have ſet themſelves againſt them in battle 
array; and their ſecret emiſſaries have been 
moſt aſſiduous in reconciling the minds of the 
_ credulous, and the deſperate, to the devaſtation 
and ruin of their country. If over us, they have 
not yet gained any decided advantage, is it not, 
under God, to be aſcribed to this cauſe ; that, 
though there be a great, and an increaſing re- 
laxation of principle and of manners, there ſtill 
exiſts ſomething like reverence for the religion 
| of 
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ot our fathers, and a ſenſibility to its ſalutary 
reſtraints ? This hath not eſcaped the notice of 
our enemies. If publications. purely political, 
though induſtriouſly circulated, have failed to 
produce that revolutioriary phrenzy, which hath 
elſewhere maniteſted itſelf, they have indulged 
the hope that it may be produced, when the 
minds of the people are better prepared. They 
have for this purpoſe endeavoured to introduce 
into the ſhop of the artiſan, and the cottage of 
the labourer, books in which religion is attack- 
ed, not in elegant diction, and by ſtrength of ar- 
gument, but by bold and impudent aſſertions, 
by low ſcruvility, and indecent abuſe. By the 
depravity of their own hearts, too many have 
been diſpoſed to give ear to the inſtruction that 
cauſeth to err from the words of knowledge. 
And ſhould the number of ſuch continue to be 
enlarged, we may, without the impulſe of imme- 
diate inſpiration, anticipate and fortel the con- 
ſequence. Neither legiſlative wiſdom, nor the 
vigilance and activity of any adminiſtration, nei- 
ther the ſkill and alertneſs of commanders, nor 
the number and the gallantry of our men of 
war, will be able to ſave the country. Human 
wiſdom 


t 

wiſdom and power are too feeble to ſuſpend the 
judgments of IEHOVAU, or to lengthen out the 
_ tranquillity of thoſe, who ruſh on the thick boſ- 
ſes of his buckler: If we forſake the God of 


our fathers, he will caſt us off forever. If we will 


not have him to rule over us, we muſt ceaſe to 
have him for our protector, and our rereward. 
If we crucify his Son afreſh, and put him to o- 
pen ſhame, his blood will be upon ui and n 
our children. | 


It now remains, that in a few words; I ſtate 
| thoſe practical concluſions, to which the fore- 
going induction of particulars naturally leads us. 
It follows, in the fir/t place, that thoſe in every 
country, who have moſt at ſtake, ſhould take the 
moſt decided, and active part, in nn the 
intereſts of vital religion. N. 

Men of rank and property, men of learning, 
and men in power, we ſpeak to you. In every 


regular ſociety, ye have an aſcendant over the 
minds of the people, and it is not in human na- 
ture, that ye ſhould be willing to relinquiſh it. 
But it may be loſt, and it certainly will, if you 
rely on precautions which have failed in every 

| G inſtance, 
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inſtance, in which they haye been taken. In 
the nonage of the world, deſpotiſm in league 
with ſuperſtition, received the homage of pro- 
ſtrate flaves. But theſe times of ignorance are 
| Now paſt; and it is the voice of reaſon, and of 
God, that the ſame principles, which ſecure the 
obedience and good order of the lower ranks, is 
neceſſary to maintain the great in their place. 
Chriſtianity, as delineated in the New Teſta- 
ment, Chriſtianity, uncorrupted by human 1n- 
novations, is the proper object of your regard 
and attention. This is the only * of your 
ſafety. a 1 4 
Nor think ye have done 3 for the 8 
port of religion, when ye have ceaſed to open 
your mouths againſt it, and have treated its mi- 
niſters with politeneſs, and conſented to main- 
_ tain them. Conſider the meſſage with which 
we are charged as addreſſed to you. Forſake 
not the aſſembling of yourſelves together. In 
your families record the name of. the God of 
your fathers, and teach your children to riſe up 
and call him bleſſed. And let your conduct in 
every department of life, prove that you are in 
earneſt ; that you wiſh not merely to avail your- 
ſelves 
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felves of the goſpel as a political engine, but 
that you have received it as the truth, and have 
felt its regenerating and ſanctifying power. 
Secondly, From what hath been ſaid, Chri- 
ſtians may learn of how much importance it is, 
that they dwell together in unity, and be at 
peace among themſelves. 
When we conſider the infinite number of 
feds into which the myſtical body of Chriſt hath 
been broken ; when we conſider the height to 
which animoſity, kindled by difference of opi- 
nion on ſpeculative points, hath often ariſen ; 
when we mark the awful diſtance at which men 
have ſtood from each other, merely becauſe in 
worſhip, and in church-government, they have 
not adopted the ſame forms, we cannot wonder 
that men deſtitute of religion, ſhould have ſup- 
poſed it unſocial in its nature and tendency. 
This is a ſore evil, but while we mark its exiſt- 
ence, and deplore its effects, it muſt afford con- 
fvlation to the mind, that the neceſſity of remo- 
ving it, begins to be perceived. All that love 
the Lord Jeſus in fincerity, are gradually enlar- 
ging their terms of communion. And it is ho- 
ped the time is not diſtant, when the ſubſtan-⸗ 
tial 
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tial intereſts of truth and holineſs, will be uni- 
verſally preferred to the trifles about which they 
have been at variance. The voice of Providence 
calls for the union of all the faithful. They have 
a common. cauſe, and it is in danger. The con- 
teſt now, 1s not, what particular church, what 
ſet or party ſhall hold its place or humble a ri- 
val, but whether the goſpel or infidelity ſhall 
triumph. The conteſt is arduous ; the iſſue is 
known. Divided we muſt fall; united we are 
invincible. 1 1 beſeech you, therefore, brethren, 
« by the name of the Lord Jeſus Chrift, that ye 
all ſpeak the ſame things; and that there be 
no contentions among you; but that ye be 
perfectly joined together in the ſame mind, 
s and in the ſame judgment. ws | 
Thirdly, Since the goſpel is ſo bighty favour- 
able to good order and government, the propa- 
gation of it, by orderly means, ought to be en- 
couraged. 
There is an order ed in the Saks of 
God. A ftanding miniſtry, and a ſtanding re- | 
velation, have been ordained of him, for impart- 
ing ſalvation to the ends of the earth. Even 
Chriſt Aar not himſelf, to o be made an high 
prieſt, 


E 48.1 


prieſt, but he who ſaid, thou art my ſon, this day 
haye I begotten thee. This moſt illuſtrious meſ- 
ſenger of grace to men, was anointed to his of- 
 fices, by the Spirit of the Moſt High. And when 
he had born teſtimony to the truth, and ſealed 
it with his blood; when he was inveſted with all 
power and, authority, and had aſcended above 
all heavens, © he gave ſome apoſtles, and ſome 
* prophets, and ſome evangeliſts, and ſome pa- 
*« tors, and teachers, for the perfecting of the 
« ſaints, for the work of the miniſtry, for the e- 

« difying of the body of Chriſt.” 

Means of which the appointment is divine, 
walk doubtleſs be the beſt. From the begin- 
ning they have been ſufficient. And we know 
of none to which a preference ought to be gi- 
ven. Indeed, he, whoſe ways are unſearchable, 
may accompliſh the purpoſes of his grace, by 
inſtruments different from thoſe which he hath 
formerly uſed. And we know that he hath of- 
ten choſen the fooliſh, and the weak, and things 
that are deſpiſed, yea, and things that are not, 
to bring to nought the things that are, that no 
fleſh may glory in his preſence. But while he 
hath not withdrawn the powers committed to 
his 
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his church, we truſt they will be bleſſed, if they 
be uſed lawfully. Inſtead, therefore, of making 
experiments, of which the event is uncertain, 
let us perſevere in the good old way. Let faith- 
ful men, regularly commiſſioned, be ſent abroad 
into all the earth, with the Bible in their hands; 
and let this ſacred book, be put into the hands 
of all whom they addreſs. Let the riſing gene- 
ration be taught to read it ; and formed to ha- 
bits of thinking and of induſtry. Let the Lord 
of the harveſt be devoutly acknowledged ; and 
let his preſence and Spirit be implored in the 
dwellings, and in the congregations of the righ- 


. teous. 


Finally, Let thoſe who have long devoted 
themſelves to this honourable ſervice, abound 
in it yet more and more. My much reſpected 
and honoured Friends, your fidelity, your pru- 
_ dence, and zeal, are known to your country: 
They are known to God, and will not loſe their 
reward, The praiſe of men will follow you; 
though ye court it not. In the ſeaſon of recol- 
lection, or of trial, your rejoicing will be in your- 
ſelves, and not in another. The prayers of mil- 
lions ſaved when they were ready to periſh, will 
aſcend - 
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aſcend to the throne of grace for you. Genera- 
tions unborn will riſe up to bleſs you. And 
when you ſhall have finiſhed your courſe, and 
kept the ſaith, you ſhall receive that crown of 


righteouſneſs, which the Lord hath laid up er 
all who love his appearing. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


SOCIETY-HALL, Erin. May 31. 1798. 


In 1796, An Account of the Funds, Expenditure, and 
“General Management of the Affairs of the Society in 
cc Scotland for Propagating Chriftian Knowledge,” was 
publiſhed by the Society, which contains, . 

1f, A full and accurate ſtatement of the funds of the 
Zociety, the various fources from which they ariſe, the 
manner in which they are ſecured, and the reſpective 
Purpoſes to which they are deſtined by the will of the 
Donors. i 

zdly, The n of the Society, including the 
various objects to which their funds are applied, as well 
fixed and ſtated as caſual and incidental, as far as they 
can be aſcertained, 

3dly, The manner in which the buſineſs of the Socie- 
ty is conducted, and the effects, both civil and religious, 
which they have reaſon to believe have reſulted to the 
public by their labours. 


H Thoſe 
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They who wiſh * be informed reſpecting theſe mate 


ters, are referred to the aboye Publication, which may 
be had by applying at the Society's office. Any altera- 


tions which have taken place in the affairs of the Socie- | 


ty, ſince the period of that publication, are of ſo Lite 
conſequence, that it ſeems ſufficient to publiſh the fol- 
lowing 


ABSTRACT of the Scheme af the Society's Eſta- 
bliſhments for the Year, from Iſt May 1799 
to Itt May 1799. 


3 | Salaries, 

208 Schools on the 1ſt Patent, x . 2 567 © 9 

19 Superannuated Teachers on do, 133 9 
I4 Miſſionaries and Catechiſts, 346 o. ©. 

6 Gaelic Burſaries, 1 08.0.0 
100 Schools on the 2d Patent, | 497, o 0 

3 Superannuated Teachers on 4. 10 0 © 
350 „ | D 3663 Q 0 


Tur Number of Scholars uſually ls at the 

various Schools of the Society on the firſt Pa- 
tent, vis. for the purpoſes of religion, and the 

firſt principles of literature, are computed to 


be | e ee 
Ar their Schools for induſtry, on the ſecond Pa- 
tent, 5 2000 


In all, 12, 400 


The 
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The PRESIDENT, DIRECTORS, and OFFICERS of the So- 
2 for the year 1798. 


David Ear of LEV xx and MELVILL, Preſident of the 
- | Society. | 


COMMITTEE OF DIRECTORS. 
ROBERT EARL of KINNOULL, Preſident. 
John Dickſon of Coulter, Eſq. Advocate. 


Rev. David Johnſton, D. D. Miniſter of North Leith. 

William Macdonald of St W Eſq: Clerk | to the Siz- 
net. 

Rev. Andrew Hunter, D. D. S. T. P: and one of the 

Miniſters of Edinburgh: EE: 

{ James Bonar, Eſq. De puty Solicitor of Exciſe: 

| James Haldane, Eſq. late in the Service of the Honour- 

© able the Eaſt India Company. s 

John Gloag of Chapelton, Eſq. Merchant i in Edinburgh. 

The Rev. Thomas Snell Jones, one of the miniſters 1 in 
Lady Glenorchy” s Chapel, Edinburgh. 

Alexander Bonar, Eſq- Banker in Edinburgh: 

James Robertſon, Efq. Clerk to the Signet. 

Rev. William Simpſon, one of the miniſters of Edin- 
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burgh. 
Sir James Colquhoun of Luſs, Bart. 
William Kerr, Eſq. Secretary 1 in the General Poſt-Of- 
ſice, Edinburgh. 
The Rev. Mr Walter Buchanan, one of the miniſters of | 
Canongate.. | | 
OF = 
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OFFICERS OF THE SOCIETY. 

The Rev. John Kemp, D. D. one of the miniſters of 
Edinburgh, Secretary. | 

Alexander Duncan, Eſq. Clerk to the Signet, Treaſurer. 
William Galloway, Eſq. Merchant i in 2 8 _— 
troller. | 
Horatius Cannan, Eſq. Clerk ta the. ER _Accauntant. 
Archibald Lundie, Efq. Clerk ta the Signet, Boot- Solder. 
Mr John Pitcairn, Merchant in Edinburgh, Librarian. 
Mr James Knox, Writer in Edinburgh, Clerk. 
Mungo Watſon, _—_ 


Annual and other BenefaBtions a are received by 


The Secretary, Daaden or any of the Principal Offi- 
cers of the Society in Edinburgh, 


In London, 
By Thomas Coutts, Eſq. Banker in the Strand. 
William Fuller, Eſq. and Co. Bankers Lombard Street: 


Henry Hunter, D. D. Bethnal Green Road, Hoxton, 
Secretary to the Correſponding Board in London. 


[ 6r 1 


Form of a Bequeſt or Legacy. 


Item, I give and bequeath the ſum of 
5 to The Society in Scotland for Propa- 
gating Chriſtian Knowledge, to be applied either 
to the general objects of the Inſtitution, or to 
ſuch particular purpoſes, conſiſtent with han 
15 objects as the Donor may think proper. 


N. B. Thoſe who may be pleaſed 0 favour 
this Society with Bequeſts or Legacies are en- 
treated to expreſs their intention in the very 
words above directed; and particularly to take 
care that the words in Scotland be not omit- 
ted. 


We Public are requeſted to take notice, that the Hall 
and Office | of the Society, are now in that cloſe, formerly 
ſiiled Baron Maule's, now Society-Cloſe, in the Nether- 
Bow, Edinburgh. And the hours for tranſafing bufe« 
neſs with the Society, are from eleven forenoon, to one 
&*clock afternoon, 
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